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Executive Summary 
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› Significant decline compared to activity in December 2011. Departures down 
7.2% YoY. 

› December activity lowest of any month in 2012 and the lowest of any December 
since 2005.  

› End of dismal 2012, down 4% on 2011 with little sign of recovery from 4 year 
recession. 

› In terms of usage, worst hit were midsize, turboprop and light jet segments 
operating short haul segments. 

› Bright spots were long-haul trips, use of heavy and ULR jets and Embraer market 
penetration. 

› Regionally, serious setbacks in Western Europe, particularly in domestic trips. 

› Some growth in Turkey, CIS, recovery from Middle East, increase from Africa and 
Brazil. 

 

The reasons for the exceptional (and unexpected) decline in December YoY activity 
is explored and illustrated in this special edition of the Business Aviation Monitor 
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              Slow down Factors Growth Factors 

+ - 

› Stand out market growth in Ukraine and Turkey 

› Increase in long haul trips and especially the ULR segment (10% of 
all flights) 

› Growth in private use of VLJs and usage of mid size jets for longer 
missions 

› Recovery in flights from Middle East, strong  CIS market, surge 
from West Africa 

› Christmas season (1/3 of the month and 13% down YoY) 

› Western Europe (90% of the market and 8% down YoY) 

› Germany (14% of the market and 8% down YoY) 

› Italy (4% of the market and 18% down YoY) 

› Big falls in domestic trips (France -9% YoY, where domestic is 90% of 
total. Italy domestic trips -21%) 

› Light, mid size and turboprop sectors lost 10% YoY and represent 60% 
of all activity 

 

Total: -7,2%  

Key Insight: what went wrong in December 2012 

Main Factor: Fewer customers taking domestic charter trips during the Christmas 
period in Western Europe 



European Business Aviation traffic growth in December 2012 
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Year on year, December was an exceptionally poor month for European business aviation 
activity, registering the lowest activity level of any single month since 2005 
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Region Flow ex Top 10 origin countries 
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Departures between Europe´s leading Western markets and Eastern Europe / Russia 
buoyed the market. Flights within Western Europe fell dramatically YoY. 
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Year to Date analysis of departures 
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December marked the 3rd largest YoY fall in flight activity in 2012 
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Where are we in the cycle? 
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European flight activity shows no signs of climbing out of the trough which started in 
the second half of 2008; it is now as low as it has been since the recession began. 
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How did December 2012 compare to previous years?  
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December 2012 marked the biggest YoY drop since 2008 
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Business Aviation INSIGHT – 2012 review  
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OEM performance, departures 
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Only Embraer and Eclipse made tangible YoY gains in December. There were severe 
backwards steps from the Piaggio, Socata and Learjet fleet in particular. 

including: Jets, Turboprops and Pistons 
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Business Aviation INSIGHT – 2012 review  
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Aircraft segment by December departures and YoY growth 
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December saw YoY increases in heavy and ULR jet departures but the major market 
impact was the YoY fall in turboprop, light jet and midsize departures 
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Traffic by mission December 
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In December 2012 Charter activity represented the majority of overall flights. In 
contrast to November, Charter fell more than Private activity this month. 

including: Jets and Turboprops 
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Business Aviation INSIGHT – 2012 review  
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Business Aviation INSIGHT – 2012 review  

BAM issue 1/13/2013 



© 2013 by WINGX Advance / Actionable Market Intelligence for Business Aviation 27 

Business Aviation INSIGHT – 2012 review  

BAM issue 1/13/2013 



European growth pattern Top 15 European countries 
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Over the year, Italy has contributed the largest regional decline in activity. Greece was a 
major loser in December. Turkey is positive YTD, but Ukraine is the stand-out 2012 success. 
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Top markets (plus Russia) activity in December 
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This analysis highlights Italy´s especially negative impact on December activity. The 
largest 3 regional markets are also at least 5% off YoY performance. 

including: Jets, Turboprops and Pistons 
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Departures from the Middle East recovered, fell from Eastern Europe. 
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Top 20 Airport departures 
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December maintained Istanbul Sabiha´s strong growth, with much slower growth in 
Kiev Zhulyany. Roma Ciampino and Milano Linate lost the most traffic YoY. 
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Best and worst performing airports by December activity 
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Predictably Italian airports suffered biggest falls in December activity, less expected 
were German airport declines, and big gains from Istanbul, Sabiha and Paris, Orly. 
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Best and worst performing airports by YtD activity 
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During the whole of 2012, evident creation of new business aviation hubs in Kiev and 
Istanbul. Unsurprising heavy losses in Italian, Spanish and Greek airports. 
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Top 25 Aircraft December 2012 activity 
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December activity showed strong YoY performance from some heavy jets, notably 
Gulfstream G500, G400, Global Express. Hawker 700-800 and Bravos usage well down. 
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Upcoming Analysis 

© 2013 by WINGX Advance / Actionable Market Intelligence for Business Aviation 44 

› Analysis of the de-icing market: how many events forecast for winter 2013, what this represents 
in operating costs, where and how are these costs being incurred. 

› Size of the charter market: how much revenue is being generated, by region, by fleet segment, 
by aircraft type, by key routes, by time series. 

› Fuel upload: what are the requirements of the business aviation market, by region, aircraft type, 
OEM, route network. Quantification of market value. 

› Carbon emissions: what is the business aviation market´s carbon footprint, how is it generated 
regionally and by fleet type, what is the implied impact of the ETS. 

› US market status: using the same benchmarks applied to the European area market, how is the 
larger US business aviation market performing. 

› Emerging market growth: outside the mature US and European markets, where is the growth in 
business aviation and what are the key drivers. 
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If these or other business aviation related market research studies are of 

interest to you, please let us know and we would be happy to assist 
 

WINGX is working on the following analysis, which we will shortly make available to 
our subscribers 
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› The charts illustrated in this analysis source data from national business aviation associations and Euro-
control, covering 39 European national territories 

› All data analysis is carried out by WINGX Advance through our proprietory data tracking methodology 

› Illustrated flight activity analysis pertains to all IFR registered flights within Eurocontrol territories and 
between these territories and the rest of the world 

› Flights within Eurocontrol territories are referrred to as “EU domestic”, flights between these territories 
and the rest of the world are defined as “long haul” 

› The analysis covers all business jet types except those based on aircraft models used by commercial 
airlines, including the Embraer Legacy, Lineage, ACJ and BBJ derivations 

› Jet aircraft activity is segmented by cabin/range capability including: Ultra Long Range, Super Mid Size, Mid 
Size, Super Light, Light, Entry Level, Very Light 

› Where indicated, the analysis also covers turbo prop and piston aircraft; utilisation of all aircraft is also 
categorised by each of the OEMs for these aircraft 

› The analysis, as indicated, covers all types of private and commercial movement 

› Aircraft utilisation is defined as traffic and is measured by number of departures and number of flight 
hours 

› The analysis is shown for the preceding calendar month; it is compared to the previous year same month 
(YoY or Year on Year),  and to the current total activity for the year (YtD or Year to Date) 
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